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The History of Our Lady of Peace Parish 
 

Part I 
 

The Years Before the Church was Built 
 
 
At 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 28, 1938, a record crowd of more than 350 residents attended the 
first ever Mass in Lordship at Peggy Doyle’s Crystal Ballroom on Washington Parkway, which 
in 1951 became the Long Beach Skateland.  The Mass, celebrated by Father John H. Anderson 
the pastor of St. James Church in Stratford, proved the necessity of a Catholic Church at this then 
primarily beach resort. 
 

 
 

Peggy Doyle’s Pavilion and Restaurant, Bath Houses and Crystal Ballroom (on far right) 
 
This was one day before the first section of the Merritt Parkway opened.  It was also a time the 
world was still mired in the Great Depression, Europe was in the troughs of political upheaval 
that would lead to World War II, oil was first discovered in Saudi Arabia, and Fairfield County 
was part of the Hartford Diocese as the Bridgeport Diocese was not established until 1953.   
 
And appreciate the history of Our Lady of Peace Parish is to understand this unique Lordship 
community of Stratford.  Lordship is set apart from the rest of Stratford as it sits at the southern 
tip of the town, jutting into Long Island Sound.  It is quite isolated from the rest of Stratford.  
The only access is by Main Street from the north and through the Great Marsh via Lordship 
Boulevard and in 1938 also by the trolley from the West. 
 
Originally called Great Neck, the land was a “Common Field” owned by settlers who worked the 
fields by day and returned home at night.  Richard Mills built the first farmhouse near present 
day Second Avenue.  He sold his estate to Joseph Hawley in 1650 and it was in connection with 
his name that the term “Lordship” is first found.  The deeds of 1650 to 1660 refer to “Mill’s 
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Lordship” and the “Lordship Meadow.”  During colonial times, Lordship had few farms and very 
few trees on the windswept landscape. 
 
The first lighthouse at Stratford Point was built in 1822.  It was 28 feet high.  An adjacent bell 
tower was installed in 1865.  The current lighthouse was built in 1881.   
 
By the 1890, a little Village Center started to develop.    The trolley line from Bridgeport crossed 
the Great Meadow, ran up Pauline Street and turned right onto Jefferson, past the Lordship 
Memorial Green, through the Center and back towards the water. 
 
In 1911, Peggy Doyle’s Crystal Ballroom opened.  The dance hall would one day become the 
location of the first ever Catholic Mass in Lordship.  The two story building which was sold in 
1951 to Long Beach Skateland burnt down on May 1, 1967. 
 
Lordship also was the place of Aviation history.  It was here on August 14, 1901, two years, four 
months and three days prior to the flight of the Wright brothers that Gustave A. Whitehead 
powered by his self-built plane, the "No. 21" and flew it for about four minutes, covering around 
a half a mile, and gently landing undamaged in Lordship Manor.  A replica of this plane can be 
seen in Captain’s Cove in Bridgeport. 
 
Aviation soon became the rage and airports were cropping up in all major communities.  In 1927, 
the Bridgeport Airport Incorporated started work on an airport on land that by then was known as 
Lordship Meadows. 
 
By 1938, the Catholic population of Lordship was about 120 families, although it was much 
higher during the summer when the “summer birds” enjoyed taking up residence along the 
Stratford shore.  It was at this time Father Anderson felt a need to accommodate the Lordship 
Catholics, which were within of his St. James Parish boundaries.  
 
After the overwhelming success of the very first Mass on June 28, 1938, Father Anderson 
announced that a Mass will be held every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the ballroom.  Up to then, the 
Lordship Catholics on the east end of Lordship would drive about 3 ½ miles to St. James in 
Stratford or and those who lived on the west side of Lordship, would drive about 3 miles to 
Blessed Sacrament in Bridgeport, which was also a convenient by bus. 
 
Those Masses in the dance hall were warm weather Masses designed to accommodate the 
expanded summer Catholics community in Lordship.  Father Anderson brought the Altar Stone, 
books and other necessary items for the celebration of the Mass to the dance hall.  These items 
were stored during the week under the sofa at the home of Vincent and Ella Foley.  George 
Guckert, Sr. constructed a very beautiful folding Altar described as “truly a work of art”. 
 
Every Sunday a load of old-fashioned wooden chairs were trucked from the basement of St. 
James and set up in the dance hall.  After Mass, anyone lucky(?) enough to get a chair would 
have to fold it up and stack in on a pile to be carted back to St. James.  The hall was always 
crowded with about 400 worshippers and there was a feeling of the great outdoors during Mass 
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as the birds darted in and out of the large open windows.  Father Anderson would remark that he 
felt like St. Francis of Assisi with the birds whirling around his head. 
 
On August 12, 1938, Father Anderson said a plan to build a Roman Catholic chapel at Lordship 
Beach was in the discussion stages.  However, no land had yet been purchased.  Discussions 
moved quickly, for on September 2nd, Father Anderson announced that St. James received 
permission from the Hartford Diocese that he could build a new school and auditorium next to 
St. James as well as an auxiliary chapel in Lordship.  His announcement also stated that the 
chapel in Lordship would eventually become an individual parish catering to the families living 
there. 
 
The summer of 1938 ended with a great hurricane of September 21st, which literally took away 
the beaches in Lordship.  While Lordship would remain a summer home to many, it would never 
return to its beach resort heyday.  About that time, permission was obtained from the Stratford 
Board of Education to hold Mass in Lordship School.  George Guckert, Sr. constructed a kneeler 
for the reception of Communion at the School. 
 
When the spring of 1939 rolled around, the people were informed that Father Anderson was 
purchasing a few lots of land for a new church building in Lordship.  That year six lots were 
acquired at a cost of $1,800 and later a seventh lot was purchased for another $700.  The entire 
cost of the land on which the church now occupies was $2,500.  The church would be 
reminiscent of a French Normandy Chapel. 
 

 
 

Although this is not the model for Our Lady of Peace it is a typical provincial Normandy style 
chapel.  This one is St. Colomban Chapelle in Pluvigner France  
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Part II 

The Building of the Church 

 
 
In 1939, after architectural plans were prepared by J. Gerald Phelan, Father Anderson solicited 
bids for the new Chapel.  The bids ranged from $29,000 to $32,000.  The budget Father 
Anderson set was $25,000 and the matter was tabled.  A few weeks later, one of the bidders, the 
E & F Construction Company of Bridgeport called on Father Anderson and asked him how much 
the good Father was willing to pay.  Father Anderson replied: “$25,000.”  E & F Construction 
Company replied: “We’ll do the job.”  There was an extra $550 for enclosing the ceiling so the 
final cost was $25,550.  It could be E & F Construction lowered their price because they also had 
the construction job to build Holy Name of Jesus Church at the same time. 
 
Back in 1936, Father Panik enlisted the support of Bridgeport’s Mayor Jasper McLevy and 
Governor Wilbur L. Cross to push legislation to demolition of Bridgeport’s slums and build the 
state’s first low-income housing complex, initially called Yellow Mill Village and later Father 
Panik Village.  Father Panik Village was located between Saint Mary’s Church and Saints Cyril 
& Methodius Church.  Demolition of the slums began in 1939, just in time for E & F 
Construction Company to reuse the bricks to build Our Lady of Peace and reduce the cost of the 
chapel.  In a way we should thank Father Panik and realize that Our Lady of Peace was raised 
from the slums of Bridgeport. 
 
Adding in the price of the land the entire project was to cost $28,050.  This of course did not 
include the stained glass windows, all of which the parishioners donated separately.  Now the 
effort was focused on raising the money while the effects of the Great Depression were still 
being felt.  During the summer of 1940, the first outside Bazaar was held to raise funds for the 
building of the new church.  It was held on land behind Martin “Pop” Tristine’s Soundview Grill 
Restaurant.  The workers had a lot of fun and much hard work was expended clearing the land.  
They tell however, that their labor was greatly alleviated by frequent visits to partake of Pop 
Tristine’s hospitality.  Sadly, on November 29th of that year, a fire broke out at the Lordship 
Center Building, on whose second floor lived Pop Tristine, his wife and baby.  They were forced 
to flee their apartment, which was completely gutted by the early morning fire.  He was a great 
host and greater Catholic.  He later became a trustee of the parish.  In spite of a solid week of 
rain and fog, the Bazaar cleared almost $1,000.  The summer residents were most generous with 
their patronage.  Some of these residents included Walter Auger, the Wetmores, Fay 
Wonneberger, Mary Tomascak, the Bradys, Helen Burke, the Kanes, Rita Cooney, the Kennys, 
Ruth Ann Derose, Rosemarie Wetmore and Martin and Mary Tristine. 
 
About the same time, weekly bingo games were started at the dance hall.  They were moved to 
St. James during the winter months.  This endeavor proved to be most successful over the next 
two years.  A large part of the success was due to the tremendous effort by the chairman, Bill 
Jacob.  He not only worked hard himself, but brought over his bingo crew from the American 
Legion.  These boys, not even members of the parish, ran their own bingo on a Saturday night 
and then gave up their Tuesday nights to run the bingo for the construction of Our Lady of 



6 | P a g e  
 

Peace.  There were also men of St. James, who were not from Lordship, who also gave up their 
time to assist in raising funds for the new church.  All told, it was a wonderful example of 
charity. 
 
In fairly quick fashion Our Lady of Peace Mission Chapel took shape and was completed in less 
than a year.  It was on September 9, 1940, that the then Normandy inspired white painted-slated 
roofed chapel, with its rose window over the entrance, large crucifix over the altar in 13th century 
motif, the choir section adjoining the sanctuary was dedicated.  Although the church was built to 
accommodate 360 worshipers, the auxiliary nave (now the side chapel) had accordion doors that 
could be swung open and an additional 120 people could be attend services.  It was by opening 
the annex that the dedication ceremony was able to accommodate 500 people that day. 
 
 

 
Original Floor Plan of Our Lady of Peace on September 9, 1940 

 
 
 
“What is your suggestion?” Bishop McAuliffe asked the Father John Anderson in regard to a 
name for the new Chapel.   Father Anderson recalled a passage from the Litany which bestows 
upon the Virgin Mary the title “Queen of Peace.”  That was his suggestion and by changing the 
title to “Our Lady of Peace,” the chapel was to be known as an isle of redemption in troubled 
times.  No more appropriate name could have been found at a time the country was at war. 
 
Bishop Maurice F. McAuliffe, head of the Hartford Diocese attended and dedicated the building.  
Father John Anderson, the pastor of St. James officiated and Father John Bennett, assistant 
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pastor of St. Mary’s delivered the homely.  The dedication ceremonies consisted of a procession 
around both the inside and the outside of the building with Bishop McAuliffe blessing the edifice 
with holy water as everyone recited Psalm 50—Misere Mei.  There were clergy from throughout 
the Hartford Diocese attending the dedication ceremony. 
 
The French provincial structure was featured in Liturgical Arts Society Quarterly, Liturgical Arts 
an architectural magazine reproduced here and the bell tower in the Bridgeport Post.  The large 
crucifix was carved by the Walter Ipsen Company and donated in memory of Catherine Hayes 
Anderson.  The stained glass windows were designed and executed by John T. O’Dugan of 
Boston and the rose window was donated by Jane Anderson.  The Auxiliary Nave was used both 
as religious education classrooms and as the Parish Hall.  It had a kitchen to serve parish socials. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Inside of the Church on September 9, 1940 
Liturgical Arts, November 1945 
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The Church Going West on Stratford Road in 1941.  Ivy Street is Straight Ahead 
 
The little brick building remained a Mission Chapel for eight years until it was dedicated as a 
church when Lordship was made a separate parish with the appointment of its first pastor John F. 
X. Walsh on June 24th 1948.  
 

 
 

Photo from the Catholic Transcript of June 24 1948 
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Part III 

 The Pastors 

 

 

 

 
The Reverend Monsignor 

John Hayes Anderson 

September 9, 1940-July 3, 1948 

 

In the newspapers of the 1930’s and 1940’s Father Anderson was often referred to by the very 
proper title: The Reverend Doctor Anderson.  This was out of respect to the degrees of Doctor of 
Divinity, Doctor of Cannon Law and Doctor of Philosophy he earned.  Father Anderson should 
be considered the “first pastor” of Our Lady of Peace.  He was pastor of St. James, the mother 
church of Stratford under whose parish the residences of Lordship were assigned.  It was he who 
had the vision of building an auxiliary chapel to St. James that eventually became Our Lady of 
Peace Parish Church. 

Father Anderson was born on July 22, 1888 in Burns, New York, a small community in Allegany 
County in the western part of the state, but grew up on Colorado Avenue in Bridgeport.  He 
attended St. Thomas Seminary in Hartford and the North American College in Rome Italy where 
he received his Doctorate degree.  In the eternal city of Rome, on November 1, 1912, John 
Anderson was ordained a priest by Archbishop Cepitello.  Returning to the United States he 
served as curate at Immaculate Conception in Hartford.  In 1913 he became an instructor in 
Greek and English at St. Thomas Seminary holding the position for 15 years.  During this time 
he wrote a weekly column on social and economic subjects for the Catholic Transcript, the 
newspaper of the Diocese of Hartford.  In 1928 he became the pastor of St. Ann’s in Milford.  
Father Anderson was next assigned to St. Gabriel’s Church in Devon in August 1934, under the 
Reverend Matthew Judge, who suddenly died in February 1934 while on a trip to Rome.  He was 
appointed pastor of that parish, but soon thereafter, on April 13, 1935 he was made pastor of St. 
James.   

He was raised to the rank of Domestic Prelate with the title of Monsignor by Pope Pius XII in 
1948.  Fairfield University awarded him the honorary Doctor of Law degree in 1953.  In 1959 
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Pope John XXIII named him Protonotary Apostolate.  He had been named a Prosynodal Judge of 
the Hartford Diocese in 1934 and held the same position in the Diocese of Bridgeport when it 
was formed in 1953.  He became a Synodal Judge in 1961.  He served St. James for 32 years, 
guiding the growth of St. James, starting three other Stratford parishes, and constructing a 
parochial school.  

Monsignor Anderson retired in July 1967 because of the new policy requiring retirement of 
priests over 75 years of age.  He died on October 3 that same year at Bridgeport Hospital having 
been a surgical patient there since July 31st.  He was 79 year old and had been a priest 55 of those 
years. 

 

Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father Anderson 

Most of the time Our Lady of Peace was a mission chapel of St. James, the country was as war.  
The flag was raised each morning and soldiers housed in the Lordship barracks attended Mass in 
the chapel each Sunday.  An Army chaplain would celebrate Christmas Eve service.  The 
construction costs still had to be paid and social and fund raising activities included an annual 
bazaar, and weekly bingo at the dance hall on Washington Parkway.  The Lordship parishioners 
started their own Men’s and Ladies’ Guild.  These eventually became the men’s Holy Name 
Society and the women’s Rosary Society.  The mission soon looked like a separate parish.  In 
1948 that wish became a reality. 
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The Reverend Monsignor 
 

John F. X. Walsh 
 

July 3, 1948-March 7, 1956 

 
Father Walsh was born in Hartford on September 17, 1905, the son of John J. and Hannah Foley 
Walsh.  As a native of Hartford and received his education in St. Joseph’s Cathedral Elementary 
School and St. Thomas Preparatory School.  After high school, he entered St. Thomas Seminary 
in Bloomfield where he studied for six years.  He was also a star of the basketball and baseball 
teams.  He left the local seminary and attended St. Bernard’s Seminary for five years, in 
Rochester New York.  He returned to St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield as prefect of 
discipline, where he completed his preparation for priesthood.   He was ordained on May 1, 1930 
in St. Joseph’s Cathedral by Bishop Maurice F. McAuliffe. 
 
After his ordination he was appointed assistant to the pastor at St. Joseph’s in New Britain.  
There he became prominently interested in working with the children.  He was also chaplain of 
the rosary society at St. Peter’s, which greatly figured in reducing the debt of that church, by 
running bazaars and social affairs. 
 
In 1936 he was transferred to St. Peter’s Church in the west end of Bridgeport, where he also 
served as assistant pastor of St. Peter’s in the west end of Bridgeport for 12 years. 
 
On July 3, 1948, Father Walsh received his first pastoral appointment to the new parish of Our 
Lady of Peace in Lordship.  He announced to the congregation on June 24th 1948, the former 
Chapel of Our Lady of Peace will now be known as Our Lady of Peace Church. 
 
On March 8, 1956 the Reverend John F.X. Walsh succeeded Father Ganley as third pastor of St. 
Catherine’s Church in the Riverside area of Greenwich Connecticut.   As pastor, it fell to Father 
Walsh to build a new church and rectory, which were dedicated on December 15, 1957.   
 
Father Walsh was raised to the rank of domestic prelate with the title of Monsignor by Pope Paul 
VI in 1964.  Monsignor Walsh remained as pastor of St. Catherine’s until his death in Hartford 
Hospital on September 3, 1967. 

 
 

Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father Walsh 
 
Father Walsh’s first mission was to find a place to live.  The former Aiken home at 107 Maple 
Street across from the church purchased and turned it into the first parish rectory in August of 
1948. 
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The first rectory as it looked when purchased in August 1948 
 
 
A Jubilee Holy Year Pilgrimage was held on April 2, 1951 drawing nearly 1500 people forming 
a procession starting at St. James Parish and visiting the parishes of Stratford and ending up at 
Our Lady of Peace.   There the pilgrimage was met by Pastor John F. X. Walsh.   Here final 
prayers and hymn were recited and the pilgrims joined the clergy in singing "The Star-Spangled 
Banner." 
 
Father Walsh announced on September 1, 1953 that work will begin this week on the 
construction of a $90,000 addition to Our Lady of Peace Church, which will house four 
classrooms for religious instruction.  Father John Walsh announced plans for the annex after 
permission was granted by the Most Reverend Henry O’Brien, Bishop of the Hartford Diocese.  
The addition, to be constructed on the rear of the present church, will follow the French 
provincial design of the original building.  Up to that time, the area we now know as the chapel 
was enclosed with folding doors and served as the parish hall and religious education class 
rooms.  The new parish hall, designed by Andrew G. Patrick of Stratford and built by E & F 
Construction Company of Bridgeport, will seat 400 and with a series of folding doors could be 
converted in to four classrooms, a theater with a stage and dressing rooms, a social gathering 
place with a kitchen, and a place to hold Mass for those large summer crowds.  The old parish 
hall was converted to a wing of the church by the addition of pews and as the taking down of the 
wall to expose the altar and a baptistery was included in the conversion.  In the new section, 
there will be a kitchen and a stage for parish activities.  Father Walsh said the construction work 
is expected to be completed by March 1, 1954 when the more than 400 children now receiving 
religious instruction in the main church will be assigned to the various new classrooms. 
 
The parish celebrated the newly completed church hall presented its first St. Patrick’s show, 
“Shamrock Capers” on Saturday at 8:15 p.m. March 14, 1954.  Two performances were given on 
Sunday with a children’s matinee at 2:15 p.m. and a final show for adults at 8:15 p.m.  The cast 
listed 78 persons, with 55 parish members and the remainder as guest entertainers.  Participating 
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in the show were the In Betweens, who have appeared on the Paul Whiteman TV Teen Club 
show;  Kids and Company; Two Queens and a Jack, recently on the Ted Mack Amateur Hour; 
and Yvonne Young who appeared on the Ted Mack show last December. The choreography was 
done by Muriel Howe, Mrs. Fahey as musical director. The cast includes: Judith Curran, Marilyn 
Holcomb, Patricia Decker, Laurel Hessels, Mary Ellen Clark, Sharon Lewis, Kathleen Keating, 
Sally Ann Keating, Elain Sorrentino, Sandra Passannante, Dina Brighindi, Sharon Richardson, 
Suzanne Morrissey, Patricia Hoag, Helen Fedock, Natalie Kuntz, Loretta May, Gail Connelly, 
Gail Williams, Elaine Thibault, Mary Ann Tristine. Also Peggy Robinson, Jane Reynolds, 
Virginia Gorman, Mary McPadden, Sandra Goddu, Mary Schofield, Patti Pjura, Thomas 
Kriksciun, John Rooney, Nancy Donlon, Kathy Donlon, Suellen Salvaggio, Candy Allen, Sheila 
Carten, Doreen Lewis, Tommy Carten, Dave Martin, Bill Robinson, Marilyn Menosky, James 
Carten, Donald DiGennaro, Bud Hewitt, Mike Curran. Also Ed Curran, Hal Connelly, Bill 
Pellechia, Barbara Thomas, David Connelly, Joanne Williams, Marjorie Rieder, Ann Newton, 
Noreen Wilson, Peter Cirella, Carolina Ritzul, Bonnie Eastman, Barbara Kongsvold, Vivian 
Hutchins, Marie Costantini, Mary Ann Fritzky, Linda Rudis, Barbara Petretti, Yvonne Petretti, 
Mercy Ellen Buswell, Gloria Trzcinski, Betsy Lou Ruoss, Kathy Mucherino, Betty Dubee, Judy 
White, Diane Ducsay, Reva Sylvetsky, Cheryl Rubenstein, Doris Dubee, Jacqueline Weilk, 
Chester D’Elia and Dolores Duda. 
 
Now that the Parish Hall was completed and usable both for social and educational purposes, the 
idea for a full fledge parish school started to become a goal.  On May 8, 1955, Father Walsh 
announced plans for the establishment of a parochial school in Lordship.   He said a convent had 
been purchased and nuns have been assigned to start one grade, the seventh, in September of that 
year.  The property of Louis and Catherine Accardi, at 420 Prospect Drive, a short distance east 
of the church had been purchased for the parish convent and renovations of the seven-room, one 
and one-half story brick structure were scheduled to start that summer.  The owners changed 
their minds and did not want to leave Lordship.  With the urging of Bishop Lawrence J. Shehan, 
the property was sold back to the Accordi’s.  The parish school would have to wait until a later 
date. 
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The Reverend Monsignor 
  

John Francis Cavanaugh 
 

March 8 1956-June 5, 1960

 
 
John Francis Cavanaugh was born in Bridgeport’s east end on February 23, 1908.  He was the son of 
John J. and Nellie Cavanaugh. He received his early education at St. Mary’s Elementary School and 
graduated in the 1926 class of Warren Harding High School.  After graduating from Catholic 
University of America in Washington DC in 1930, he completed his studies for the priesthood at St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore Maryland.  He was ordained May 30, 1935 at St. Joseph Cathedral in 
Hartford Connecticut by Bishop Maurice F. McAuliffe.  He celebrated his first mass on June 2, 1935 
in Blessed Sacrament Church in Bridgeport. 
 
He served as assistant at St. Anthony’s in Bristol, St. Rose’s in New Haven, St. Bernard’s in 
Rockville, St. Mary’s in Norwich, St. Matthew’s in Forestville, St. Francis’s Church in Torrington 
and St. Mary’s in Norwalk.  His first pastoral appointment was to Our Lady of Peace in Lordship on 
March 8, 1956. 
 
On June 9, 1960, he was transferred to St. Ambrose’s Parish in Bridgeport to assume the position of 
pastor and then in 1966 to St. Thomas the Apostle in East Norwalk from which in retired in 1978.  
Along the way, Father Cavanaugh was awarded the papal honors with the title of Monsignor in 1965 
by Pope Paul VI. 
 
In 1963 Father Cavanaugh was chairman of the East Region of the Bridgeport Diocese Development 
Fund, and continued to serve as diocesan director of the campaign in 1965 and 1966. 
 
Monsignor Cavanaugh died on January 30, 1990 in Boynton Beach Florida at age 81. 
 

 
Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father Cavanaugh 

 
By 1957, it became evident that the rectory at 107 Maple Street was too small to accommodate the 
parish offices and provide living quarters for the pastor.  It just so happened that at this time Sterling 
B. Withington, the President of Avco Lycoming was about to retire and wanted to sell his house at 
230 Park Boulevard with the million dollar view.  The house was originally designed by E. G. 
Southey an architect in Bridgeport for Mary Stevens in April 1930.  Father Cavanaugh acquired the 
property for $50,000 and transferred the rectory and offices to the new locations.  Renovations were 
done to add an additional second floor bedroom for pastoral assistants and guests and the first floor 
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was modified to house the parish offices.  The parish again used J. Gerald Phelan as the architect and 
E & F Construction as the contractor for this work. 
 
 

 
 

The current rectory as it looked in 1958 
 
On May 29, 1960, the parishioners of Our Lady of Peace held a reception honoring the 25th 
Anniversary of Father Cavanaugh’s ordination to the priesthood.  Highlighting the program was a 
performance by the Drum and Bugle Corp of St. Raphael Church in Bridgeport.  To the surprise of 
many, including Father Cavanaugh, he was transferred to St. Ambrose’s Parish just day’s later. 
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The Reverend Monsignor 
 

John Vincent Horgan-Kung 
 

June 6, 1960-June 7, 1963

 
 

 
 

John Vincent Horgan was born in Waterbury Connecticut on April 5, 1915.  He attended 
Washington and St. Francis elementary schools and Crosby High School all in the same town.  In 
1933 he entered St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield Connecticut.  On graduating from St. 
Thomas he was sent to study theology and philosophy at the Seminaire St. Sulpice in Issy 
France.  When the city of Paris was threatened with Nazi bombardment prior to World War II, 
the seminarians were relocated to Limoges.  He completed his final year of theology and 
seminary training in Limoges, France from 1939 to 1940.  After completing his studies he was 
ordained a priest on August 10, 1940 in St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford Connecticut by 
Archbishop Henry J. O’Brien. 
 
Father Horgan’s first assignment was a parochial vicar at Immaculate Conception in Baltic 
Connecticut, just north of Norwich.  Subsequently he served in the same capacity in St. Paul’s 
Kensington, St. Francis’ Torrington, St. Mary’s in Norwalk and St. Joseph’s in Danbury. 

Father Horgan was given his first pastoral appointment as pastor of Our Lady of Peace Parish on 
June 6, 1960, succeeding Father Cavanaugh.  While pastor of Our Lady of Peace, Father Horgan 
also served as the moderator of the Stratford-Trumbull area for the 1963 Diocesan Development 
Fund. 

Because of a shortage of priest in the Peruvian Diocese of Chiclayo, for three years the Indians 
have been requesting a Catholic Mission be started among them.  On June 7, 1963, the Diocese 
of Bridgeport answered that request by the establishment of a mission and assigning three 
priests: Fathers Horgan, Tomis and Luther.  Father Horgan was appointed the first superior.  

Three years later he returned from Peru to become pastor of St. James parish in South Norwalk.  
Father Horgan became domestic Prelate with the title of Monsignor Horgan on September 4, 
1966.  In 1968, he became chaplain of St. Joseph’s Manor in Trumbull. 

On September 15, 1975 he became the Diocesan Archivist and retired in 1986.  It was in this 
capacity that he urged each parish to “Look into your attics, cellars and garages” to complete 
parish histories and keep alive the heritage of each parish. 

In April 1988, Bishop (later Cardinal) Ignatius Kung Pin Mei, the officially Vatican recognized 
Bishop of Shanghai, was released after being confined in a Communist Chinese prison since 
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1955.  He was allowed to immigrate to the United States and he resided at Queen of Clergy 
Residence in Stamford Connecticut where he met Monsignor Hogan.  It was there that the two 
became good friends.  “I do not speak Chinese and he speaks a little English, but we found a 
common ground in French.  Father Horgan’s love and respect for Cardinal Kung led him to 
legally change his name to Father John Vincent Horgan-Kung. 

 

Cardinal Kung and Monsignor Horgan in 1999 

Father Horgan-Kung is currently in care of the nuns at the Queen of Peace Residence in Queens 
Village, New York. 

Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father Horgan 
 

One of the first priorities of Father Horgan was the establishment and construction of a parish 
parochial elementary school.  This process started October 7th 1960 with the purchase of the 
Richardson and Wickham houses on Ivy Street.  He then purchased the Mohr house on Laurel 
Street that was to become the living quarters for the nuns. 

While construction of a one story, four classroom building was expected to be completed in 
1964, classes started in 1962 when the Parish Center was renovated to accommodate 
kindergarten and the first two grades.  Floor to ceiling green curtains were hung that when drawn 
to divide the building into four classrooms.   The parish rallied around the new school and a 
door-to-door fund drive, led by Mae Priestly.  Father Horgan left Our Lady of Peace, before the 
dream of a new school building was completed.   

In 1962 Father Horgan instituted the full coverage plan of the diocese newspaper where every 
parish family automatically received a copy of the Catholic Transcript.  The Catholic Transcript 
was the Catholic newspaper covering all three dioceses in Connecticut prior to each diocese 
having their own newspaper. 
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Playbills from the 1962 and 1963 Plays 

 

The Rosary and Holy Name Societies continued to stage their annual play.  The March 1962 play 
was “Down At Paddy’s Pub” a ruckus production of music and jigs featuring Ed Kiely, Jack 
Jarvis, Stan Heiden, Eileen O’Brien, Elsie McCoart, Lorraine Norton, Louise Dobos, Patty 
Decker, Kathy Williams, Butch Gray, Johnny Anderson, Ken Hayes, Ed Sullivan and a host of 
other parishioners.  The show ended with cast and audience alike singing Sweet Rosie O’Grady. 

The next year in February, the societies staged “There’s Music in the Air”.  This Mardi Gras 
production featured Mae Priestley, Barbara Thomas, Mary Tristine, Dot Jones, Ed Sullivan, Tom 
Marranzino, Vera Thomas, Barbara Holt, Jack Jarvis, Pat Lewis and a total group of 54 
performers. 

Maybe most remembered was although Father Horgan was a very quiet gentleman with a rich 
Irish brogue, he had a mynah bird that was loud and also talked with an Irish brogue.  The bird 
greeted visitors with “Jimmy Pearsall, Jimmy Pearsall” and would say “Hello Father” after every 
sentence anyone would speak.  It was the object of much humor and frustration.  It was given to 
Ed Kiely who finally gave found someone who had another myna bird and accepted it. 

Monsignor Hogan-Kung died on October 15, 2009. 
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The Reverend Vincent Patrick Cleary 

June 16, 1963-March 14, 1989 

 
 
Father Cleary was appointed the pastor of Our Lady of Peace Parish on June 17, 1963.  Vincent 
Cleary, a native of New Haven Connecticut, was born on August 21, 1918.  He was second son 
of Irish immigrant parents, Patrick and Ann, whose family included three sons and three 
daughters.  He attended St. Francis Parochial School and Hill House High School in New Haven.  
Vincent learned boxing and was an amateur boxer.  Many times after he became a priest he used 
his pugilistic prowess to curtail arguments before they would get out of hand.  He attended St. 
Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield Connecticut and St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore Maryland.   
 
Following his ordination into the ministerial priesthood on May 18, 1944 by Archbishop Henry 
J. O’Brien at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford, he was assigned as curate to St. Augustine’s 
Church where he served until May 1959.  He also held the position of Principal of St. 
Augustine’s school.  During his tenure as principal, the school was completely renovated. 
 
From 1959 to 1962, Father Cleary was principal of St. John’s School in Stamford.  In 1962, he 
was appointed administrator of St. Joseph’s School in Norwalk, where additions to the 
elementary school were completed. 
 
From 1977 to 1979, he served on the Priest’s Council.   
 
Father Cleary died at age 70, on March 14, 1989, while still pastor of the Our Lady of Peace.  In 
addition to all his other accomplishments, he will be remembered for the special attention and 
consolation he gave to the sick of the parish. 
 
 

Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father Cleary 
 
After he became pastor, the construction of the one story school to accommodate four 
classrooms was finished. The school was blessed on December 20, 1964.  Also in 1964, 
renovations were commenced on the Convent, adding additional bedrooms and a chapel. 
 
Soon it became apparent that additional classrooms were needed to house the upper elementary 
grades and in 1966, a second floor to the school was added.  The school became a full 
elementary school, kindergarten to eighth grade.  
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Our Lady of Peace was experiencing a time of euphoria and everything could not have been 
better.  Even the boy’s basketball team won the Metropolitan Basketball League Championship 
in March 1969 with a win over Our Lady of Grace 52 to 46 and ended the season unbeaten with 
a 16-0 record.  Father Cleary embarked on a complete renovation of the church interior in March 
1969.  This included repainting, varnishing the pews, installing new carpet, including the sacristy 
for the first time. 
 
However, purchase of the houses, land and the construction of the school required the parish to 
bear a mortgage of over $200,000.  This required additional fund raising efforts.  Bingo was 
offered every Thursday evening and a second collection was instituted to be applied toward debt 
reduction.  Also the Rosary Society annual fashion show usually raised about $4,000 which was 
donated to the parish and used to reduce the debt. 
 
Due to declining enrollment and increasing costs, kindergarten was discontinued in 1968.  In 
1971, the Sisters of Notre Dame were withdrawn from the school and the school finally closed 
after the graduation ceremony in June.  The school was then converted into a parish center. 
 
The priority of Father Cleary was to reduce the parish debt burden which still stood at $145,000 
in December 1972.  The Convent was sold in early 1973 for $56,000 and it furnishings for 
another $1,100, so that by June of that year the debt was lowered to $85,500.  However, the 
United States was in a major inflationary period and the bank increased the mortgage interest 
rate to 12%.  Further efforts were to be made to reduce the onerous debt.  All discretionary 
spending was suspended and all fundraising was directed to pay off the debt.  Finally in July 
1979, the mortgage was paid off and the parish was debt free.  That summer the occasion was 
celebrated by a Mass and Mortgage Burning Ceremony. 
 
 

 
 

Vincent Foley Burning of the Mortgage, Summer, 1979 
 
During this period, other changes were happening to the Catholic Church and Our Lady of 
Peace.  The Second Vatican Council changed the way many practices tended to distance the 
parishioners from the services of the Church.  Our Lady of Peace introduced the new English 
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Mass to its parishioners on November 29, 1964.   Shortly thereafter, the altar was brought 
forward with the priest facing the congregation during Mass.  By October 1967 the full English 
Canon of Worship was the norm. 
 
The parish celebrated the 30th Anniversary of the dedication of the church in 1970.  To mark this 
event the tradition of an annual picnic was introduced and continues to this day. 
 
Social activities continued, including the annual play.  In August 1964, the OLP/CYO players 
staged “Harvey” in the Parish Hall.  The annual “Holly Dance” was held each December.  And 
Father-Son and Mother-Daughter Communion Breakfasts were a recurring event.   
 
On July 4, 1976, the 200th Anniversary of the United States, the parish dedicated the flag pole 
and the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary in front of the church.  Also in 1976, Father Myron 
Pereira, a Jesuit priest from Bombay (present day Mumbai) India resided at the rectory while 
studying at Fairfield University.  Father Pereira conducted a Mass in Latin once a week and 
instituted a weekly Adult Bible Study Program. 
 
In January 1977, Father Cleary announced that a new group, the Golden Agers, will be formed.  
At its very first meeting on February 3, 1977, the group adopted the name “Ivy Leaguers” as they 
were to meet in the parish center on Ivy Street. 
On May 21, 1978, Bishop Walter W. Curtis celebrated the 30th Parish Anniversary Mass, which 
was later followed by a dinner at Valle’s Restaurant. 
 
During the repair of Lordship School for May and June 1984, the town leased Our Lady of Peace 
School for its use. 
 
With parish finances back to normal, there was a need to replace the old organ which was 
severely out of tune.  The Rosary Society decided to start the project and be the major 
benefactor.  Father Cleary chose an Organ from the Allen Organ Company of Macungie, 
Pennsylvania for $22,500 and had it installed and dedicated on November 18, 1986.  A new 
heating boiler was also installed in the church in 1986. 
 
In 1987, in anticipation of the 40th Anniversary of the parish, the church was refurbished and 
repainted.  New pews from the Sauder Manufacturing Company of Archbold, Ohio were 
installed.  The old pews were sold to an African-American church in Bridgeport.  However, you 
can still see one of the old pews as it is used for the cantor and organist.  In addition, new blue 
carpeting replaced the red carpeting in the church. 
 
November 6, 1988, the parish celebrated its 40th Anniversary as a parish with a Mass and later a 
Dinner and Dance. 
 
On Tuesday morning of March 14, 1989, Father Cleary was found dead in the rectory.  He 
served the parish for more than 25 years.  Longer than any other pastor.  He was very good with 
the sick and those in need of spiritual healing.  He was pastor during the parish’s best and 
brought it through the parish’s financial crisis.  His big Irish grin and hearty laugh was missed. 
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Father Albert W. Watts 
 
 
Father Albert W. Watts, who was an assistant pastor at Our Lady of Peace for many years prior 
to going to St. Paul’s University in Ottawa Canada to study theology, returned as Parish 
Administrator until a new pastor was to be named. 
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The Reverend Monsignor 

John Edward Gilmartin 

May 23, 1989- June 13, 2005

 
 
On May 23, 1989, Bishop Edward M. Egan appointed Monsignor Gilmartin as pastor of Our 
Lady of Peace parish to succeed the recently deceased Father Vincent Cleary.  John Gilmartin, a 
native of Danbury Connecticut was born on January 10, 1930, the youngest of three children of 
Charles and Katherine Gilmartin.  As a child he acquired the nickname of “Bob” around the 
home and his family and friends continued to call him “Bob” throughout his life.  He attended St. 
Peter’s Parochial School and Danbury High School.  He then studied for the priesthood at St. 
Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield and St. Bernard’s Seminary in Rochester, New York and Christ 
the King Seminary, St. Bonaventure, New York.  He loved to sing and act and participated in the 
choir and theatrical plays at all these schools.  This love of singing carried over to the priesthood 
and he would clearly be heard singing the hymns at the Masses he celebrated. 
 
After being ordained on May 10, 1956 at St. Augustine Cathedral by Lawrence Cardinal Shehan 
the first Bishop of Bridgeport he served as parochial vicar of St. Ambrose Parish in Bridgeport.  
In June of 1960, Father Gilmartin was assigned to serve on the faculty of Notre Dame High 
School, when the school was located on what is now the campus of Sacred Heart University.  For 
the two years he taught at Notre Dame, he resided at St. Mary’s Parish in Bridgeport.  On March 
19, 1962 he was appointed assistant chaplain of St. Joseph Manor in Trumbull and a member of 
the Diocese Priest’s Council. 
 
Father Gilmartin was appointed Acting Executive Director of the Connecticut Catholic 
Conference on Education in Hartford on February 10, 1969.  He served at that post until June 1 
of that year.  Then on June 5 of 1969, he was appointed Vice-Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Bridgeport and Secretary to Bishop Walter W. Curtis.  About a year later, wanting to return to 
the role of parish priest, Father Gilmartin requested, that if the bishop was inclined, he would 
like to be assigned a parish.  That request was honored and he was appointed parochial vicar at 
St. Cecilia’s Parish on August 27, 1970 in Springdale.  Father Gilmartin received his first 
pastoral assignment on July 10, 1971 to St. Augustine Cathedral Parish in Bridgeport.  Up until 
that time the Bishop was the “official” pastor of the Cathedral and priest handling the parish held 
the title of rector.  Bishop Curtis changed that when he named Father Gilmartin as pastor.  In 
June 1976, he received an assignment as pastor to Christ the King Parish in Trumbull, and then 
became pastor of St Andrew’s Parish in Bridgeport in June 1986 from whence he received his 
assignment to Our Lady of Peace. 
 
In September 1988, Bishop Curtis honored the parish priest, John Gilmartin, with the title of 
Monsignor.  
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Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Monsignor Gilmartin 
 
 
The first thing Monsignor Gilmartin over saw as pastor of Our Lady of Peace was the 
refurbishing of the church in 1989 and 1990.  Over the years the original white paint had worn 
off the outside of the church and had become a red brick façade with a lot of white paint in 
between.  There was a lot of debate whether the church should be repainted white or left as is.  
However, Monsignor Gilmartin made the decision to restore the church to its original white color 
and those who wanted it left as is “would have to wait until it wears off again.”   In addition, 
Vincent Foley donated a new pulpit in memory of his wife Ellen Ryan Foley in April 1990. 
 
The year 1990 marked the 50th Anniversary of the construction of Our Lady of Peace.  On 
September 9th of that year a special Mass was celebrated by Bishop (now Cardinal) Egan and a 
50th Anniversary Picnic was held on the bluff in front of the rectory.  Prior to that, the parish 
picnic was behind the school building.  The annual picnic on the bluff proved very popular and 
continued to be held there each of the next few years, when it was moved to Ivy Street, so as 
Monsignor Gilmartin said, “It lent itself to being more of a community activity.” 
 
 
 

 
 

50th Anniversary Mass 
Bishop Egan presiding, Msgr. Gilmartin to 

his left and Msgr. Horgan to his left 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Our Lady of Peace in 1990 
 Before Repainted White
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When Monsignor Gilmartin came to the parish, the rectory also contained the parish office and 
the closed school building was used mainly for religious education of the children.  In 1990, he 
moved the parish office from the rectory to the school and renamed the building the Our Lady of 
Peace Parish Center.  Monsignor Gilmartin continued to reserve a room at the rectory for 
meeting. 
 
The community feel in Lordship was evident when on June 14th 1992, the Lordship Father’s 
Club and three Lordship Churches: The Lordship Community Church, St. Joseph’s National 
Catholic Church and Our Lady of Peace held a united picnic on the bluff across from Our Lady 
of Peace Rectory. 
 
In 1992, the Parish Hall roof needed to be replaced.  Parishioners were also asked if they wanted 
air conditioning installed for both the church and hall. Again much debate was made by 
parishioners, but the “for” side won.  Monsignor Gilmartin said he is sure that if there was a vote 
today, 100% of the parishioners would be for installing air conditioning.  This work was 
completed in 1993. 
 
To celebrate the remodeling of the rectory in 1993 it was decided to have a “Lordship House 
Tour” event with the rectory as a featured house on the tour.  This also gave a chance for the 
parishioners to see their donations were appropriately spent.  The “Lordship House Tour” event 
proved very popular and continued for about four more years. 
 
In July 1994, Our Lady of Peace and the Church of St. Mary in Lordship area of Dundalk Ireland 
started corresponding with each other.  The Irish Lordship church was holding a raffle to raise 
funds to build a new church.  The parishioners here in Stratford enthusiastically supported the 
cause.  To our surprise, our parishioner, Robert Mancini won a Camcorder.  Hopefully, it could 
be adapted to United States electric current. 
 
 

 
 

The Church of St. Mary 
Lordship & Ballymascanlon Parish 

Ravensdale, Dundalk, Ireland 
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December 18, 1994 saw the start of another tradition; the Children’s Christmas Pageant and 
blessing of the outdoor Manger.  In addition, Monsignor Gilmartin endeavored to have a special 
function for each national holiday, such as the Thanksgiving Mass and Breakfast in the parish 
hall. 
 
Parish Hall continued to retain the appearance of a school gymnasium.  In 1999 plans were made 
by to renovate the Parish Hall.  Part of the cost was defrayed by a parish raffle; the balance 
would come from savings.  The Architect Michael Leo Donegan designed the changes and the 
construction company of John Hammon & Son was hired to do the renovations. In early 2000, 
the basketball courts were removed and new carpeting, a dance floor and new windows were 
installed along with new curtains for the stage.  On June 25, 2000, the renovated Parish Hall was 
blessed and the building was ready to be used for many more parish functions. 
 
Father Cleary felt that parish finances were the sole prerogative of the pastor.  Monsignor 
Gilmartin however, thought that there were talented and knowledgeable parishioners who could 
help oversee and advise the pastor on fiscal matters and he started the parish Finance Committee 
for Our Lady of Peace.  Although not rare at the time, today the Diocese requires each parish to 
have a finance committee. 
 
Plans were made in 2004 to renovate the west wing of the church which is often called “the 
chapel”.  Again architect firm of Michael Leo Donegan was used to draw up the designs.  With 
the help of many generous donations by parishioners, a new ceiling was installed along with new 
lighting, the walls were papered and painted and the reconciliation room and the Baptismal nook 
were also redone.  New painted Stations of the Cross were purchased for the main church.  The 
Stations of the Cross now in the renovated chapel were the original wooden stations of the 
church.  The work was finished in 2005. 
 
In 2005, Monsignor Gilmartin reached retirement age.  Even though he has retired to his family 
home in New Fairfield, he still is a parish priest at heart and assists in his local parish.  He is 
often found at Our Lady of Peace celebrating Mass when the pastor is away and can be found 
attending many of the parish events.  You will always find “The Monsignor” at the annual parish 
picnic in September.  
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The Reverend Monsignor 
 

 Francis Charles (“Frank”) McGrath 
 

June 13, 2005- June 5, 2006 
 
 
 

 
Frank McGrath is considered Lordship’s native son as his family lived at 630 Prospect Drive ever since 1964.  
Born in New Britain on July 20, 1944 into the family of Frank J. and Marion McGuire McGrath, they first 
moved to Milford and then in 1950 to Colony Street in central Stratford.  There Frank C. attended Center 
School from 1950 to 1954 and then St. James from 1954 to 1958.  He attended Notre Dame High School, 
graduating in 1962.  After high school he attended St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield Connecticut from 1962 
to 1964.  It was then his family moved to Lordship.  He transferred to St. Mary’s Seminary and University in 
Baltimore Maryland where he received a Masters of Divinity.  Walter W. Curtis the Bishop of Bridgeport, 
ordained Frank a priest on May 9, 1970.  It was here at Our Lady of Peace on May 10, 1970, he celebrated his 
first mass. 
 
His first assignment was as associate pastor at St. Augustine Cathedral in Bridgeport from 1970 to 1976, where 
Father Gilmartin was the Pastor.  While at St. Augustine, the bishop appointed him Diocesan Director of 
Charismatic Renewal on July 11, 1974.  In that post he was responsible for the activation of the Charismatic 
program in the diocese, which he served as director until 1977.  Overlapping that role, Father McGrath also 
served as chaplain for Cathedral High School from May 30, 1974 to 1976.  In 1976 he was appointed parochial 
vicar at St. Cecilia’s Parish in Stamford where he served until 1977. 
 
Deeply interested in the Charismatic Renewal, Father McGrath, on August 28, 1977, was granted permission to 
serve on the staff of the International Communications Office for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Brussels 
Belgium.  While in Brussels he served as priest for the charismatic The Word of God community.  After 
returning from Belgium in 1979, he was assigned to Christ the King Catholic Center in Ann Arbor Michigan.  
That parish is a “personal parish” serving the Charismatic covenant community of the Diocese of Lansing 
Michigan.  He was appointed chaplain on May 28, 1981 and later appointed pastor in November 1991.  After 12 
years Father McGrath was recalled to the Bridgeport Diocese in February 1993.  He became pastor of 
Assumption Parish in Westport in May 1993.  In 1999, Father McGrath was appointed Director of Clergy 
Personnel with residence at Our Lady of Peace where he was reunited with Monsignor Gilmartin, now the 
pastor of Our Lady of Peace. 
 
Father McGrath had a long-term relationship with Fire Department Rescue Company 1 in Manhattan.  He was 
on hand to minister to their brethren and families following the loss of 11 members on September 11, 2001. 
 
Papal honors were bestowed on April 14, 2008, when Father McGrath was named Chaplain to His Holiness 
with the title of Monsignor. 
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Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father McGrath 

 
On June 13, 2005, Father McGrath was appointed pastor of Our Lady of Peace, while he still maintained his 
position as Director of Clergy Personnel.  To assist him at Our Lady of Peace, he was assigned the assistance of 
Father David Leopold in September that year.  Father Leopold also served as Parochial Vicar to Father McGrath 
at Assumption Parish in Westport. 
 
The parish was for sometime without a full time music director.  One of Father McGrath’s first priorities was to 
fill this position.  He secured the services of Donald Brelsford commencing on November 6, 2005. 
 
Wanting to increase spirituality within the parish, Father McGrath started an Adult Bible Study Program in 
January 2006, which was primarily conducted by Father David C. Leopold and Sister Carolyn Stoe. 
 
The next event was the celebration of Monsignor Gilmartin’s 50th Anniversary as a priest.  A Mass and 
reception was planned for May 10, 2006.  The festivities culminated in the renaming of the parish hall the 
“Monsignor John E. Gilmartin Parish Hall” 
 
Also after many years, the rectory kitchen was in dire need of repair and updating.  This project was started in 
the spring of 2006.  It was completed in September of that year.  
   
A fiscal problem was discovered at St. John’s parish in Darien and on June 5th of 2006, Bishop Lori asked 
Father McGrath to assume the pastoral guidance of that parish immediately in order to renew parishioners’ 
confidence in the clergy.  
 

 

 
Father David C. Leopold 

 
Father Leopold was appointed as administrator of Our Lady of Peace until a new pastor was 
assigned on September 29, 2006.  After a brief transition, Father Leopold was reassigned to St. 
Thomas the Apostle in Norwalk on November 17, 2006. 
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The Reverend Brian Michael Gray 
 
 

September 29, 2006-October 26, 2009

 
 
 
Brian Gray was born on June 22, 1954 in Corning New York; the son of Harvey and Ann Young 
Gray.  He has two brothers and one sister.  He entered kindergarten at St. Mary’s Parochial 
School in 1959 and graduated in 1968.  From there he attended Corning High School graduating 
in 1972.  His mother died when Brian was eight years old and during his high school years, his 
father remarried. After graduating high school, Brian’s next stop was Niagara University where 
in 1976 he received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Transportation.  For the next 
seven years he worked for Olin Corporation while living in Stamford, Connecticut.  While 
working for Olin Corporation he attended the University of Bridgeport and received a Masters in 
Business Administration in 1982. 
 
Brian admits he had never thought about the priesthood, but family crises and changes in his life 
started him reflecting on a deeper relationship with God.  He entered the seminary in 1982 and 
completed his studies, attaining a Masters of Divinity from the Theological College of the 
Catholic University of America in Washington DC in 1986.  He was ordained on June 21, 1986 
at St. Augustine Cathedral in Bridgeport by Bishop Walter W. Curtis. Father Gray’s first mass 
was at St. Mary’s in Stamford the next day. 
 
Father Gray’s first appointment was as parochial vicar at St. Edward the Confessor Parish in 
New Fairfield.  There he served seven years actively involved with the parish youth activities.  
Two of his most successful accomplishments were organizing youth basketball teams and youth 
mission trips.  In 1993, he entered the Clinical Pastoral Education program at Hartford Hospital 
and became Catholic chaplain at Stamford Hospital, with residence in St. Gabriel parish in that 
city.   
 
In 1997, he was assigned chaplain at Danbury Hospital with residence at St. Gregory the Great 
Parish in Danbury and later St. Edward’s in New Fairfield.  Father Gray became a certified 
member of the National Association of Catholic Chaplains in 1998. 
 
On September 29th 2006 he received his first assignment as a pastor of Our Lady of Peace Parish 
in Lordship. 
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Our Lady of Peace with Pastor Father Gray 
   
 
Upon arrival at Our Lady of Peace, Father Gray was faced with two pressing needs.  One was to 
update the parish buildings and the second was to re-invigorate the younger members of the 
parish to participate in the spiritual and community functions of the parish. 
 
The heating and electrical systems of the parish buildings were now 70 years old and starting to 
fail, were no longer within code and posed a safety issue.  In the fall of 2006, at a cost of $50,000 
the electrical system in the rectory was replaced and brought in compliance with municipal 
codes. That winter Massey Fuel Company replaced the church heating boiler and all accessible 
pipes at a cost of $17,500.  In 2007, the first pew on the lectern side of the church was done to 
accommodate wheelchairs and walkers for those attending Mass.  The pew is now used on the 
altar for seating of altar servers and lectors.  The bricks on the Bell Tower which loosened over 
the years and were in danger of falling were repaired and the church chimney cement was 
pointed and the roofs on the church and parish hall were repaired to stop leaks.  New England 
Masonry and Roofing completed all this work in June 2008 at a cost of $38,000.  That year also 
saw the repair of the parking lot.  In the summer of 2009 and new boiler was installed in the 
Parish Center and a handicap toilet was constructed in the Parish Hall.   A Building and Grounds 
Committee was created to identify and prioritize the further infrastructure renovations which will 
be required over the coming years. 
 
The spiritual needs of the parishioners also were addressed by Father Gray.  Primarily, the parish 
had to have the youth and their parents reconnect with the parish.  Father Gray established a 
Youth-Adult Advisory Board in May 2007.  This gave a vehicle for the youth of the parish to 
express their concerns and plan social and spiritual events.  One of the first accomplishments of 
the Youth-Adult Advisory Board was the inauguration of a series of Masses on the Bluffs.  
Youth Basketball teams, two girls’ and one boy’s teams, were formed in October 2007 and 
competed in local Catholic league.  The next year Father Gray organized the annual youth 
mission trip to work among society’s poor.  The first on was to Newark, New York on July 13th 
to the 18th 2008.  The 2009 mission trip is to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
Social consciousness was an integral part of Father Gray’s life.  The parish participated in the 
2009 Americares Homefront project, repairing a Stratford home.  The parish joined the Adopt a 
Social Worker program providing for the need of the town’s poor school children. And he 
encouraged greater participation in food pantries and help to the parish shut-ins.  In 2007, a new 
group was started which immediately attracted many parishioners of all ages.  This was the 
Prayer Shawl Group.  These members meet regularly starting with a pray and then proceeding to 
make shawls, quilts and blankets which are given to those who are homebound, in hospitals and 
nursing homes so that they would not be forgotten and know they are in the prayers of this 
group. 
 
In a startling announcement at the Masses on October 24th and 25th 2009, Father Gray announced 
he had requested and was granted a leave of absence from the priesthood effective the next day.   
He returned to hospital service and eventually married a former parishioner. 
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Father Robert V. Biroschak 
 
Father Robert V. Biroschak who was on leave from the Diocese of Los Angeles to care for his 
ailing mother and performing legal duties at the Bridgeport Diocese and assisting at Our Lady of 
Peace on weekends was appointed Temporary Administrator of Our Lady of Peace on October 
26th until a new pastor was appointed.  Father Biroschak a Stratford native officially relocated 
back to Stratford upon retiring from the Diocese of Los Angeles and continues his duties at the 
Bridgeport Diocese and at Our Lady of Peace. 
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The Reverend Richard Daniel Murphy 
 
 

November 27, 2009-June 30, 2014

A native of Stamford Connecticut, Richard Murphy was born on October 4, 1961, the middle of 
five children of Philip and Betty Rosillo Murphy.  After graduating from Stamford High School 
in 1979 he was a service technician for the Pitney Bowes Company in Norwalk.  He returned to 
school and attended Norwalk Community College.  Richard was in the first class at St. John 
Fisher Seminary when it opened in Trumbull in August 1989.  While at the seminary, he 
attended Sacred Heart University in Fairfield and in August 1992 he transferred to Immaculate 
Conception Seminary on the campus of Seton Hall University in New Jersey where he completed 
his seminary studies.  He was ordained a priest by Bishop Egan at St. Augustine Cathedral on 
May 26, 1996. 
 
Father Murphy’s first assignment was as parochial vicar of St. Thomas the Apostle in Norwalk.  
He was appointed temporary administrator of St. Thomas the Apostle in August 2002 before 
becoming parochial vicar of St. Cecilia’s Parish in Stamford in 2003.  On September 22, 2006, 
he was received his first appointment as pastor.  It was St. Theresa’s in Trumbull.  On October 
30th Bishop Lori met with the parishioners of Our Lady of Peace and promised them a quick 
appointment of a new pastor as he recognized the parish concern due to the recent turnover of 
pastors at Our Lady of Peace.  Within a month Father Richard Murphy was appointed the eighth 
pastor of Our Lady of Peace. 
 
During his tenure, the church celebrated its 50th Anniversary.  All the former living pastors and 
administrators were invited to attend.  At the mass on September 12, 2010, Monsignors John 
Gilmartin, Frank McGrath, along with Fathers Albert Watt, Robert Biroschak, concelebrated the 
mass with Father Murphy. 
 
Father Murphy’s strengths lied in administering the sacraments, visiting the sick, and providing 
spiritual counseling.  Because he felt uncomfortable with the other aspects of being a pastor, he 
asked the Bishop to be reassigned to being a parochial assistant.  He was granted his request and 
was transferred to Saint Michael the Archangel Parish in Greenwich effective June 30, 2014.  
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The Reverend Nicholas S. Pavia 
 
 

June 30, 2014-Present

 
 
Nicholas Pavia earned a Degree in Political Science from the Southern Connecticut State 
University in 1984 and looked forward to a life in Politics.  He was elected to the Stamford 
Board of Representatives in 1985 and then as a Republican State Senator in 1986.  After the term 
in Hartford, Nick returned to serving on the Stamford Board of Representatives and working in 
the maintenance department at Stamford Hospital. 
 
Born on May 29, 1959, the son of Nicholas Paul Pavia and Carmela A. D’Andrea.  As he grew 
up in Stamford, he enjoyed playing billiards and reading.  Nick received a calling to the 
priesthood in 1991, but still needed convincing.  God was doing everything possible for him not 
to answer his call.   He lost the next election and Fisher House Seminary was moving to 
Stamford. Nick realized he could be able to work the night shift at the hospital and attend the 
Seminary.  In August 1995, Nick entered the Seminary.   On Saturday May 27, 2000, Bishop 
Edward M. Egan of Bridgeport ordained him a priest. 
 
He served as Associate Pastor first at St. Steven in Trumbull and then at St. Joseph in Shelton, 
both for seven years.  At St. Joseph’s in organized the Youth Group for 5th to 8th graders.  He 
was also appointed the Deaf Apostolate for the Dioceses of Bridgeport.  The newly installed 
Bishop Frank Caggiano appointed Father Pavia as the ninth pastor of Our Lady of Peace 
effective June 30, 2014. 
 
Father Pavia’s first goal was to bring more vitality and parental involvement in the Faith 
Formation program.  He redesigned the program to have more hands-on activities instead of just 
book learning and to bring parents into the program.  The program was relocated from the Parish 
Center to the Parish Hall, which also allowed for the easy flow to Mass before and after the 
Sunday program.  He rescheduled the weekend Masses to eliminate the conflicting schedule of 
providing religious education to the children the same time Mass was occurring.  He also added a 
Sunday evening Mass at 4:30. 
 
In the Parish Center, a Bereavement Room was created for that ministry and the Youth Group 
Room was revitalized. 
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Part IV 

 The School 

 

 

 
 

Our Lady of Peace School 
 

September 1962-June 1971 

 
The education of the children was to be part of the Our Lady of Peace ever since Father 
Anderson envisioned the church.  The Auxiliary Nave (now the side chapel) had accordion doors 
that when swung open allowed an additional 120 people to attend Mass, but when closed the 
Auxiliary Nave was used as religious education classrooms.  Here the religious education of the 
children took place. 
 
Within a few years after the formation of Our Lady of Peace Parish there were over 400 parish 
children receiving religious education instruction in the Auxiliary Nave and additional space was 
needed.  September 1, 1953 Father Walsh announced that work would begin on the construction 
of a $90,000 addition to Our Lady of Peace Church, which would house four classrooms for 
religious instruction.  Construction was expected to be completed by March 1, 1954. Then on 
May 8, 1955, Father Walsh announced plans for the establishment of a parochial school in 
Lordship.   He said a convent has been purchased and nuns have been assigned to start one grade, 
the seventh, in September of that year.  He said a convent has been purchased and nuns have 
been assigned to start one grade, the seventh, in September of that year.  The property of Louis 
and Catherine Accardi, at 420 Prospect Drive, a short distance east of the church had been 
purchased for the parish convent and renovations of the seven-room, one and one-half story brick 
structure were scheduled to start that summer.  However, this never materialized. 
 
With the arrival of Father Horgan in 1960, the establishing of a parish elementary school again 
became a major priority.  This process started October 7th 1960 with the purchase of two Ivy 
Street properties from the Richardson and Wickham families.  The plans were made to convert 
the Richardson and Wickham houses into classrooms.  However, this was abandoned for a full 
fledge new school building.  The houses on these properties were then sold to Walter Auger 
Realty Company for One Dollar each and moved to 3rd Avenue in Lordship.  Shortly thereafter, 
the parish paid $36,000 for the Mohr house at 71 Laurel Street to be uses as a convent.  Later, the 
D. P. Griffin property behind the school was purchased.  The architect John W. Handy of 
Stratford was commissioned to draw up the plans for the school.  The original plans called for a 
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one story building housing four classrooms with eventual expansion to eight classrooms at a later 
date. 

 

Architect drawing of the new Our Lady of Peace School as it would look when completed in 1964 

 

Site Plan for the New School and Convent 
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The Sisters of Notre Dame moved into the Mohr House on Laurel Street which became their 
convent. 

 

 

The Mohr House Convent as it looked in 1962.  It would later be expanded to 
accommodate eight nuns, and a chapel 

 
E & F Construction Company of Bridgeport, the builders of the church, started in November 
1962 and the one story first-four classroom building was expected to be completed in 1964.  In 
the meantime, the Parish Center was renovated to accommodate kindergarten and the first two 
grades.  Floor to ceiling green curtains were hung that when drawn to divide the building into 
four classrooms.   The Sisters of Notre Dame were assigned to the school and classes started on 
September 12, 1962, Mrs. Ita M. Rabideau taught kindergarten, Sister Marie Edmund taught first 
grade and Sister Carolyn taught second grade. 
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The Parish Center designated “Our Lady of Peace Parochial School in 1962 

 

 

 

The First Kindergarten Class with Mrs. Ita Rabideau—September 24, 1962 
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The First First Grade Class with Sr. Marie Edmund—September 24, 1962 

 

 

The First Second Grade Class with Sr. Carolyn (not shown)—September 24, 1962 
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By September 1964 the first floor of the school building was complete and the students moved 
into the school.  Bishop Shehan blessed the school on December 20, 1964 when he came to 
preside at the children’s Confirmation ceremony.  The Parish Center would return to its former 
use for meetings, parish socials and events.  Before the opening of the school, it was obvious that 
more classrooms will be needed quickly to accommodate the children as they entered the higher 
grades.  It was time to implement the second half of the school plan and add a second story to the 
building and an additional four classrooms.  On December 16, 1963, the architect John W. 
Handy drew up plans for the second story and again E & F Construction Company commenced 
work on the $85,000 addition with the promise to have at least one classroom ready to 
accommodate the additional needs by 1966 and the rest of the classrooms to be completed before 
the end of the school year. 

With more students and classrooms, more Sisters of Notre Dame were assigned to the school and 
the convent needed to be expanded to accommodate a mother superior, eight nuns and their 
needs.  Again John W. Handy prepared plans and the expansion was completed with the addition 
of more “cells” (bedrooms), toilets and a chapel. 

 

Diane Blouin Fekete’s recollection of Our Lady of Peace School started in Kindergarten: 
 
“My first day of Kindergarten was a scary one.  Maybe it was because I spoke mainly French 
and only a little English.  My class and the first, second and third grades were in what is now the 
Monsignor John E. Gilmartin Hall, but then was the Parish Center.  I ran to the door and grabbed 
the door knob to make my escape, but the teacher got my other hand and we commenced a tug of 
war.  I don't remember what transpired after that, but my fears must have been calmed as I spent 
the year in the Parish Center and then when the school building opened, I spent the next seven 
years attending class at Our Lady of Peace School. 

The Sisters of Notre Dame wore full length black habits and long veils.  The girls wore green 
and grey plaid skirts and white cotton shirts.  A green band went around our necks, crossed over 
and snapped in front to create a feminine version of a neck tie.  The uniform was complete with 
black and white Oxford shoes.  The boys wore: grey pants, white shirt, a plain gray tie and a 
green sweater. 
 
It seemed everyone would walk to school and we would all go with our neighbors.  Charlie the 
crossing guard would give us Tootsie Rolls on Friday afternoons as we walked home.  When he 
died the children attended the memorial service to say our last farewell to him.  For lunch we had 
the option to walk home or bring our own bagged lunch to school, which we would eat at our 
desk.  The yard between the school and the convent was use as the recreation area for recess. 
 
On hot June days the nuns would take us across the street to Russian Beach for our reading 
lessons.  This was a special privilege and I remember feeling very grateful as the warm ocean 
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breeze hit my face and the cool sand sifted between my fingers.  No one wanted to return to the 
classroom. 
 
When the school closed in 1970, we transferred to either St. James or the public school.  For me, 
it was a big adjustment to attend a public school outside the comforting community of Lordship.  
In 2006, I attended my 30th high school reunion and was happy to see some of the men and 
women who also attended Our Lady of Peace School as we shared memories of the little eight 
room school on Ivy Street.” 

________________________ 

 

Some of the other teachers over the years included: Mrs. Carrano, Sr. Joan of Arc, Mrs. Eleanor 
McCabe, Sr. Everides, Mrs. V. Fitzsimmons, Sr. Justine Marie, Mrs. Auger, Sr. Anna Mariam, 
Ms. Eleanor Dunn, Sr. Mary Ann, Mrs. T. Earl and Sr. Mary Amalia who both taught eighth 
grade and was the principal.  The first graduating class was 1969 with 31 graduates. 

 

 

 

 

The first graduation class, June 1969 
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The first graduation class, June 1969 

 

On November 15, 1970, Sister Petronilla, Provincial of the Sisters of Notre Dame mother house, 
notified the parish that there was a greater need for the nuns at other schools and that the nuns 
would be withdrawn at the end of the school year.  June 20, 1971 saw the last graduating class 
from the school: 

 
Elizabeth Auger 
Francis Ackley 
Kathleen Burns 
Robert Calzone 
James Collier 
Joseph Collier 
Stephan DeLorenzo 

Michael Evans 
Kathleen Grich 
Thomas Halverson 
Martin Kelly 
Kevin Massey 
Paul McCarthy 
Mark Nemergut 

Paul Olexovitch 
Meredeth Owens 
Rhonda Petitte 
Brian Rooney 
David Siegler 
Mark Siegler 

 

The Last Graduating Class of Our Lady of Peace Parochial School 
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Without the Religious and the extremely short notice given on their withdrawal, the school was 
unable to neither afford the cost of all lay teachers nor find other religious on such short notice to 
operate the school for the next year.  The school closed. 

The convent was closed and sold.  The proceeds from the sale of the property were used to pay 
off the mortgage and there was a “burning of the mortgage” ceremony in November 1989. 

However, although the parochial school was no more, the building gained new life as the new 
Parish Center.  The building behind the church was renamed “Our Lady of Peace Parish Hall”.  
The new Parish Center now houses religious education classes for the children headed by Sister 
Carolyn Stoe, and serves as meeting rooms for Bible Study programs and many of the 
organizations and missions of the parish.  The annual parish picnic was held on the grounds 
behind the school for many years before it moved to Ivy Street.  Under Father Gilmartin, the 
parish offices were relocated from the Rectory to the Parish Center and Father Gray has moved 
the pastor’s office from the Rectory to the Parish Center. 
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Tomorrow’s History 
 

 
No history of Our Lady of Peace would be complete without acknowledging those parishioners 
who became members of religious orders or the priesthood.  Women who entered the convent 
were Peggy Robinson and Deborah Lynch.  Those men that became priest were Robert Stone Jr., 
Peter Roberge, Thomas Carten, Thomas Lynch and Frank McGrath. 
 
 
Just as in the first seventy years, the next seventy years of the history of the church will consists 
of more than just the building.  For a church is also a community of common worshipers.  This 
generation and the future generations of parishioners will add to this history in ways we have yet 
to realize.  However, as in the past, this future history is sure to convey the principle affirmed in 
the mission of Our Lady of Peace: 
 

“Our Mission is to live and grow in the love of God, measured by our willingness 
to live according to the Life and Spirit of Jesus Christ. We are empowered by love 
to share our blessings with those in need.  Because our parish is dedicated to Our 
Lady of Peace, a special bond of love for Mary is fostered in the Parish.” 

 

 

 

Cornerstone of the Our Lady of Peach Church 
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Our Lady of Peace History 

Time Line 

 

 

Date       Event                                                                                                          . 

June 28, 1938   Father John Anderson Celebrates First Catholic Mass in Lordship 
 
September 9, 1940  Dedication of Our Lady of Peace Chapel 
 
July 3 1948  Name Changed to Our Lady of Peace Church and New Parish Created 

with Monsignor John Walsh’s Appointment as First Pastor 
 
August 1948   First Rectory Purchased 
 
March 1954   Parish Hall Completed and Dedicated 
 
March 8, 1956  Father John Cavanaugh Appointed Second Pastor 
 
1957    Current Rectory on Park Boulevard Purchased 
 
June 6, 1960   Father John Horgan Appointed Third Pastor 
 
October 7, 1960  Land Purchase for Construction of Parish School 
 
June 16, 1963   Father Vincent Cleary Appointed Fourth Pastor 
 
December 20, 1964  New Parish School Opened and Blessed 
 
June 1971   Parish School Closed and Converted into Parish Center 
 
March 14, 1989  Father Vincent Cleary Dies in Rectory 
 
May 23, 1989   Monsignor John Gilmartin Appointed Fifth Pastor 
 
June 13, 2005   Father Frank McGrath Appointed Sixth Pastor 
 
September 29, 2006 Father Brian Gray Appointed Seventh Pastor 
 
November 27, 2009 Father Richard Murphy Appointed Eighth Pastor 
 
June 30, 2014  Father Nicholas Pavia Appointed Ninth Pastor 
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Part V 

The History of Our Lady of Peace 

Credits 

 

Newspapers: 
 The Bridgeport Post 
 The Bridgeport Telegram 
 The Stratford Star 
 The Stratford Bard 
 The Catholic Transcript 
 The Fairfield Catholic 
 
Archives: 
 The Diocese of Bridgeport 
 The Stratford Historical Society 
 The Town Clerk’s Office, Town of Stratford 
  
Websites: 
 The History of Lordship--http://www.lordshiphistory.com 
 Ancestry.Com--http://www.ancestry.com 
 
Church Records: 
 Our Lady of Peace Historical Records 
 St. James Historical Records 
 
People: 

The OLP History Team: Thomas Angelo, Ray Morton, Mary Sherry, Robert Blouin, and 
Steve Kokoruda, Diane Blouin Fekete, and Barbara Moroson 

 
Interviewees:  Monsignor John Gilmartin, Monsignor Frank McGrath, Father Brian Gray, 
Father Richard Murphy and Mary Sherry 

 


